September 1, 2004

Wednesday Bulletin 

Dear Parents and Guardians:

“The future of humanity lies in the hands of those who are strong enough to provide coming generations with reasons for living and hoping.” (The Church Today ¶31)

Prayers 

We ask your prayers for the family of Mrs. Espi Ramos, our kindergarten para-professional and extended care staff person.  Mrs. Ramos’ sister-in-law, Janice Ramos, passed away over the weekend.  May she rest in peace.  May the unending love of Jesus embrace family members as they mourn their loss.

Acknowledgments

We are grateful for the generous contribution of Mr. Dan Kelly (father of third grader Katherine), for having his paint crew perform a wonderful touch-up on our school walls in July.  We are also grateful to Mr. Juan Balcazar (father of sixth grader Edward), for cleaning the upper yard and the parking area close to the Parish using a high-pressure water hose. We are grateful to website coordinator, Mr. Shawn Bulen (father of third grader Michael, and kindergartener David), for his conscientious and considerable work on the school website. We are grateful to parents Laurie Moon (sixth grader Sara and third grader William), Anne O’Shea (third grader Molly, and first grader Keith), and Nilza Lacayo (fifth grader Jon-Anthony), for their contributions to the development of our school website: stpaulsf.net. We thank Mr. David O’Shea (husband of Anne), for his design of our Family Picnic Poster.

School Office Requests and Announcements 

We can no longer accept faxes or telephone calls for permission to allow your child to be picked up by anyone other than those listed on the emergency contact card kept in the school office.  This also stands for field trips, leaving the school premises on their own, and dispensing or self-administering of any medications.  All such requests are to be in the form of a handwritten note from the parent/guardian (signed and dated).

All forms are now due! Please make sure that you have completed all of the forms sent home for your signature and/or completion.  Please remember to be neat and accurate, as these forms will help us ensure proper care for your child.

After dismissal, children will not be allowed back into the building unless they are with their parent or a teacher.  Please have your children make sure they bring all the necessary books with them when they leave.  If they are staying after school with the teacher, they may not leave to go to the store and then expect to be let back into the building.

Please read all the information we send home as soon as possible. This will help cut down on phone calls about dismissal times and uniform requirements. If you lose any informational materials, you can check related postings on the website.

First Fall Fundraiser!

QSP sale starts today and ends on September 17th.  This is the first of our fundraisers. Approximately 40 - 45% of this fundraiser is deducted from your Financial Agreement.

If you start working on this agreement now, you will have it completed before school ends, otherwise, a $50.00 fee will be assessed, and the balance will be rolled into next year’s tuition.

Parent Assistance Requested!

No double-parking on the 29th street drop off zone in the morning. Please, do not park in neighborhood driveways.  Please, do not leave cars unattended. When arriving or departing from school, please use the crosswalks.  Parents of primary grades, who enter school on the ramp side of the upper yard, please do not stand between the convent and school as the children are walking by. We have five classes that need to enter the school, and this causes a delay, as the children become distracted. Students need to begin the day in an orderly fashion, and establish a routine.  Students of all ages need structure, and this morning routine establishes it.  Lastly, safety is paramount.  Please, do not let children play around parked cars in the lane between the church and school after dismissal.

Parent Group Notes

The St. Paul’s Family Picnic will be held on Sunday, September 19th, 2004 from 11:00am – 4:00pm at Glen Park.  Ticket orders are in this week’s Wednesday Envelope, as well as a volunteer sign-up flyer.  These are to be returned to school via the classroom teacher or brought directly to the school office. We are grateful to Pedro Rodriquez (father of seventh grader Pedro Jr.), for overseeing ticket collection, and to Sabine Jennings (mother of seventh grader Vanessa), for overseeing volunteer responses.  This is a fun, community-building event.  We are hoping for a large turn out to see who wins the tug-of-war between the Men and Women of St. Paul!  What color will Mr. Colville’s hair be this year? 

Chevys Night is scheduled for Tuesday, September 7. It will be held at both locations, Stonestown and South San Francisco (El Camino @ Hickey), between 5:00pm–9:00pm.  St. Paul’s will get 20% of the bill on food orders between these hours.  Flyers are in this week’s Wednesday Bulletin.  This is a fun family activity and benefits our St. Paul’s Parent Group.   Remember to bring this flyer with you, as you must present it to the food server in order for St. Paul’s to receive credit.

Our annual Commissioning Mass and pancake breakfast is scheduled for Sunday, September 12th  @ 9:15am.  At this Mass, our Parish community will formally bless all of our faculty and staff, our Saturday School of Religion faculty, and others involved in Parish religious education.  All are invited to join us as we call upon the Holy Spirit to bless and empower our educators as we carry out the important work of faith formation.  As Cicero said many years ago, about the gift of educating youth: “What greater gift can we offer the republic than to teach and instruct our youth?”  May our Lord bless our endeavors to spiritually form and nurture the children of St. Paul’s School and Parish.

Sincerely,

Mr. Bruce Colville, Principal

