September 29, 2004                                                            Wednesday Bulletin

Dear Parents and Guardians:

Prayers and Acknowledgements

We pray for Mrs. Talmadge as her sister-in law Gloria Talmadge is currently in a life-threatening coma. We also pray for the family of our maintenance director, Mahari Manna, in the recent loss of his father, Manna Testamariam.  May these families be sustained by their faith in a loving God who knows both human pain and mourning. 

Pride, Purpose and Performance is our theme for the year. The three P’s are hallmarks of St. Paul’s graduates as they strive to be the best they can be.  Recently, a class of 2002 St. Paul graduate, Fritz Morrow, currently a sophomore at St. Ignatius, shared his enjoyment of literature. In this case, it was the book often read by generations, and by many of us, J.D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye. Fritz was discussing with me the major theme of the book, which concerns the struggle of an adolescent, coming of age, and trying to find existential meaning in life. In the next breath, Fritz began a discussion about his scripture class, and distinguishing between historical truth and religious truth, and comparing the two creation stories found in Genesis. Obviously, bound in this young man now taking seriously his studies, is a teacher in the making…pride, purpose, and performance. Alicia Castillo, a St. Paul Elementary and High School graduate recently stopped by our school for a visit. She is currently a SFPD officer working out of the Mission District Station…pride, purpose and performance. Another, St. Paul graduate, Nancy Rodriquez, is currently a gifted and motivated social science teacher at Mission High School.   For her all-around effort at building community spirit and academic success, a recent student of the month at ICA was our 2004 St. Paul graduate Jaime Marquez…pride, purpose and performance. At Sacred Heart Cathedral, Noelani Gi, a 2003 graduate of St. Paul is an honor student and member of student government…pride, purpose and performance. Academic news from Archbishop Riordan has our two Lech brother’s Michael (class of 2004) with a 3.5 average, and Matthew (class of 2003) with a 4.0 average…pride, purpose, performance.  Athletically, our graduates continue to excel. Recent graduates and current freshmen at ICA, Christina Abdel and Lauren Lacayo, have made the junior varsity volleyball teams. St. Paul graduates Sean Calvello, Tyrone McGraw and A.J. Massis are varsity football players at Archbishop Riordan High School…pride, purpose and performance. 

Parents need to know the legacy of our school graduates and their personal characteristics as we continue to graduate good citizens and faith-filled Christians. You have chosen a school that takes seriously its mission of quality Catholic education and in developing well-rounded students who succeed at the next level and beyond. Over the past three years, our graduates have been accepted at St. Ignatius College Prep, Mercy High School, Sacred Heart Cathedral College Prep, Immaculate Conception Academy, Archbishop Riordan High School, St. Vincent’s High School (Petaluma), Lowell Academic High School, Leadership High School, Bridgemont High School, Gateway High School, City Arts and Technology High School and the School of Performing Arts…pride, purpose and performance. We are, and will continue to be, proud of our graduates. During this school year we will be developing our alumni base so that graduates can keep in touch with their alma mater. At the same time, we can keep our alumni apprised of the many successes accomplished by our graduates that are the enduring legacy of our beloved St. Paul school and parish. 

School Office Notes

· Safeway Club Card: Remember to renew your card before the November 1st deadline so your purchases can continue to count toward your financial agreement. You can also stop by the office for information on Food Co/Cala/Bell Market Cards and Albertsons.

· Double Parking is an issue at the end of the day, both in front of Church, as well as on 29th street. Please be aware that if you are blocking the J Line, or in general, you are double-parked, police have been giving tickets. At the morning drop-off, please take your time when arriving and leaving. Also, for obvious safety reasons, please be sure to have your child exit on the sidewalk side of the car so they are not stepping into traffic. Also, since we now have two eighth graders, myself and most often a parent, welcoming and helping students out of cars, please do not get out of your car as it backs up cars behind you. 

· Graduation Fees: Remember the first payment towards fees is due October 15th 

· NO SCHOOL ON OCTOBER 6TH. THIS WILL BE AN ALL DAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR TEACHERS.

· ABSENCES AND TARDIES: Please remember to call the office by 9:00 a.m. if your child will be absent from school. As stated in the Student Handbook, your child must bring in a note, signed by the parent/guardian, explaining the absence upon his/her return from school.  Also, if you know your child will be more than ten minutes late, please call the office to let us know so that we do not consider them absent.

· LUNCH ORDERS: Please remember to return a completed lunch order form for each child ordering a lunch, even if you have prepaid. These forms are given back to the children on the day of the lunch so they can proceed through the lunch line and receive their lunch.

Parent Club Notes

· St. Paul’s Annual Dinner Dance and Auction needs your help in the following areas: Construction of decorations (October 9 and 16) and on the night of the event, November 6th. The decoration committee chair is Kamala Mostert and can be reached at kamala@mostertartarchitecture.com for more information on how to help in this creative process. 

· Volunteers are also needed on the night of the event, Nov. 6th, to oversee silent auction tables, sell raffle tickets, set up and help with the check-out of the auction items. Please contact Anne O’Shea if you are interested (415) 641-9409, and she will put you in contact with the appropriate person. All volunteer hours on this event are transferred to your service hour commitment for the school.

· Bingo Volunteer hours are worth 2 for 1. Please call the school office by Thursday to sign up. 

· October Calendar: Please review this month’s calendar for upcoming events…especially Fr. Mario’s favorite activity, the blessing of the pets. Please note that there is no school on Wednesday October 6th.  Daycare will not be available, as the school will be closed on this day. 

Essay Contests Grades 6-8

I will place information on two worthwhile essay-writing contests on the first floor lobby desk. One is from Maryknoll Missionaries, and the other, St. Thomas More Society (Mrs. Mannion’s husband Gerry, is Vice-President) and each has financial prizes for winners. I can’t urge you enough to encourage your child to contribute to one or both essay contests. Indeed, I would like to keep copies of each entry.  St. Thomas More Society topic: Is peace possible in your community and throughout the world? If so, how? If not, why not? The Maryknoll essay contest topic or theme: “Standing Up, Speaking Out.” The assignment: Write a 500-700 word essay describing a true experience when you or someone you know stood up for fairness and justice. How did people react? What impact did speaking out have on the person who did it and the situation?

Lastly, I have information on a major Catholic Faith Formation Conference set for October 29-30 at the Civic Center on Grove Street. Our Archdiocese and the Diocese of San Jose sponsor it. The theme is Proclaiming Christ, Doing Justice. 
Excellent speakers and workshops are planned. I will leave brochures of the conference in the school lobby. Or you may visit the website at www.sforeym.org or call (415) 614-5650 for further information. 

Extending God’s good blessings to one and to all! 

Sincerely,

Mr. Colville, Principal

