October 6, 2004                             

                                     Wednesday Bulletin

Dear Parents and Guardians:

Prayers and Acknowledgments

Parents have asked if they can make a contribution to the family of Nadine MacGilvery. You may send a contribution to the school office. Checks can be made payable to St. Paul School. We will write a single check for the amount collected, plus a $100.00 contribution from the Parent Group, to be given to Nadine’s daughter Kelly, in her mother’s name.

May our dear Nadine rest in peace and may all who loved her be reassured that as surely as day follows night, we will all be united again. United in a place where there is no pain, in a place where there are no borders or divisions, in a place where there is no suffering or heartache. This is a place of peace; a place with laughter, with kindness and with companionship, in the midst of our loving God who embraces all our deepest needs and wants. Lord, we thank you for blessing us with Nadine. Grant her eternal life and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in the peace, and may our love for the Lord sustain all of us who mourn her loss. 

We are grateful to all who participated in Nadine’s Mass of Celebration and Resurrection: our altar servers Jessica Ruiz and Peter Taormina; to Mrs. Flaviani and our Sweeney Sisters for their beautiful music and songs; to Fr. Mario for his poignant words, to Ms. Mallet for lecturing; to our Eucharistic ministers: Mrs. Helms, Mrs. Siu, Mrs. Moro; and to Mima Bonilla for setting up the Church. Nothing speaks more to our sense of Catholic sacramental community, indeed to our spiritual needs and gifts, then do experiences like today. Thank you one and all.

We pray for Isabel Creig, sister of Mrs. Moro who recently died after a long illness. We also pray in thanksgiving for the birth of Mrs. Moro’s grandchild, Robert Thomas Amato, the circle of life.  Please keep Mrs. Moro in your prayers. We pray for the grandmother of Mrs. Olivo, who has recently had a stroke and is in the hospital. 

St. Paul’s Church

Last weekend at all the Masses; Bill Spillane spoke about the financial challenges in our Parish. Among other comments, Mr. Spillane encouraged our parish members to increase contributions. He also indicated that if the Parish could not pay its bills that it would be challenging to keep the doors open. Consequently, some school parents asked me if the Parish closed, would the school also close. First, we have a separate and independent budget from the Parish. The school would not close if the Parish, God forbid, did.  Secondly, I firmly believe our Church will not close. Mr. Spillane wanted to stress the importance that weekly contributions have in order for the Parish to meet monthly expenses. We will do this. My vision, that I have been on record as saying, is that we are a parish and school community. I have tried on my watch, to build bridges between the school and Parish. Over half of our families come from the Parish. The Parish community and Fr. Mario are the spiritual foundation for the whole community. If you are a member of the Parish, please consider increasing your weekly donations as well as contributing your particular gifts to the Parish community. United we stand.

Safeway Club Card

Remember to renew your card before the November 1st deadline so your purchases can continue to count toward your Financial Agreement. You can also stop by the office for information on Food Co/Cala/Bell Market Cards and Albertsons.

Vision Screening

We need some parent volunteers to attend a class on vision screening later in October and then conduct vision testing for our students. If you can help, please contact the school office.  This is a very important service to our school community. We have not had this screening due to the lack of volunteers. Believe me, when parents discover the vision needs of their children too late, it is much more difficult to meet their needs. Early intervention is the key and vision screening can provide it. Please call the office if you can help.  Thank you.

Uniforms

Please do not take sweaters or other uniform items that do not belong to you. We have several families who’ve had their name stitched on uniform items and no one has turned them in.

St. Paul's Chronicles (see enclosed flyer)

Under the editorial direction of Mrs. Mary Ann Koory, mother of First Grader Blair and Kindergartner Anna, St. Paul’s Chronicles will be a quarterly 2-4 page report on events and other general interest topics for families of St. Paul’s Elementary School. Please refer to the flyer for further information. We look forward to our first addition later in the fall.

Picture Retakes 

If you wish to have your child’s picture retaken, you will need to send the pictures you’ve received back to the school office by October 11th. If we do not receive your pictures by that date, your child will not be able to have their picture retaken. THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS. Also, in order to have pictures retaken, your child needs to come to school on Monday, October 18th in their dress-up uniform. If they are not in this uniform they will not be able to have their picture retaken.

No Faxes or Telephone Requests

Parents, please remember we can only accept a handwritten note that comes to school with your child as permission for pick-up, field trips, or after school study groups.  We cannot make any exceptions to this policy.  Perhaps you can take the time to make sure anyone who may possibly need to pick-up your child is on your emergency contact card, or that a note listing all names and phone numbers of such people is attached to your child’s card.  

Volunteers Needed

We will need two parent volunteers to receive and distribute the QSP order when it arrives on November 8th.  If you can help, please contact Ms. Cueba in the school office.

Lunch Issues

Fast foods are not allowed at St. Paul’s. However, if lunches are brought to school from home, such as Sushi or a burrito, this will be acceptable. Please note, if these are brought to school during the school day, they may only be eaten in the office. 

Choir Notes

After school on Wednesday, any student that is in choir must go to day care to wait for Mrs. Flaviani.  Practice begins at 3:30 p.m.  There will be no charge for this time period between dismissal and pick-up for practice.

Wishing everyone and their animals (recently blessed in honor of St. Francis) a blessed week. It’s a privilege serving you.

Mr. Colville, Principal

