Wednesday Bulletin                                                                       October 20, 2004

Dear Parents and Guardians:

Prayers and Acknowledgments

We are grateful to the Saturday School of Religion, under the direction of Dorothy Vigna, for preparing last Sunday’s 9:15 Mass. We are grateful for the gift of music provided by our inimitable parish/ choir under the direction of Mrs. Laura Flaviani and accompanied by Mr. Victor Flaviani. We are most appreciative of the continued kindness and generosity shown by the Men of St. Paul, who provided us with a most delicious pancake breakfast.  Fr. Mario, we are grateful for your insightful homily and the call for persistence in prayer: “Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient.” (2 Timothy 4:2). We are grateful to the families of St. Paul School and Parish for spiritually uplifting our Eucharistic Celebration. We almost ran out of Hosts! Praise be to God! May we continue to be blessed with the grace and presence of our Lord Jesus in all that we do and in all that we are. 

We pray for the Parish’s Andrejack family as their young child will undergo an operation this week. We ask your prayers for our computer instructor Ms. Peele’s father and for her sister who have been ill.  Please include their caregivers. We pray for the family of Mrs. Olivo, whose grandmother is seriously ill.  

Parent Group Meeting (Thursday 7:00pm - Pizza with Principal at 6:30pm)
Please join us for our October meeting.  The Agenda is enclosed.  Pizza will be available at 6:30pm.  Take advantage of this opportunity to meet with the Principal and talk about any issues or concerns you may have here at the school. Children are most welcome, and childcare will be provided so parents/guardians can attend the meeting.  Please make every effort to join us and support the fine work of our Parent Group. 

Office Notes

· Safeway Club Card: Remember to renew your card before the November 1st deadline so your purchases can continue to count towards your financial agreement. Time is running out. You can also stop by the office for information on FoodCo/Cala/Bell Market Cards and Albertsons.

· Graduation Fees: The first payment towards this fee was due October 15th.

· Fingerprinting: On November 18th, Michele Bulen, President of the Parent Group, will arrange to have Livescan on campus from 3:30pm to 7:00pm to conduct volunteer fingerprinting.  If at any time this year you plan to volunteer in the classrooms, go on a field trip, help in the yard, coach, etc., YOU MUST BE FINGERPRINTED.  Volunteers will not be allowed to work with students unless fingerprinting has been cleared through Livescan in conjunction with the Archdiocesan Office of Catholic Schools. This is policy. The fee is $18.00 and the Parent Group will reimburse you for half of this fee ($9.00).  Please stop by the office to pick up the Livescan form and pay the $9.00 fee. You must complete the form prior to the day of fingerprinting.  If you are concerned that you may forget the form on that day, you may return the form to the office and we will keep it in the office until the fingerprinting session.

· Paper Towel Usage: Please remind your child to use only one or two paper towels when they use the school restroom facilities. We have had an inordinately large number of cases of paper towels used in recent weeks. Sometimes handfuls of towels are pulled out of the container when only two at most are needed. Your attention to this detail is appreciated!

St. Paul’s Annual Dinner Dance and Auction

Book your babysitter now for a wonderful evening of dining and dancing!!!  The seventh annual dinner dance and auction, A Winter Masquerade Ball, is truly a fun event, raising money for the St. Paul’s Preservation Fund. The Fund was developed to retire the debt incurred to construct our school and retrofit the church.  Without our parish, this beautiful school building and parish center would not exist. If you have not yet received an invitation, please call Anne O’Shea at (415) 641-9409.

St. Paul’s Annual Dinner Dance and Auction Baskets

The donations toward the class auction baskets are due now.  If you have not yet participated, please send your donations to your class representative.  These baskets are always a big hit at the auction and a great way to show class spirit.  Thanks to all who have already sent in their donations.

St. Paul’s Annual Dinner Dance and Auction Needs Your Help!

We still need volunteers on the night of the event, November 6th, to oversee silent auction tables, sell raffle tickets, set-up and help with the checkout of the auction items. Please contact Anne O’Shea if you are interested (415) 641-9409. SERVICE HOURS GIVEN!

Panoramic School Photo Monday November 8th (order form enclosed)

Please mark your calendar that on this day all students need to be in dress-up uniform attire, as we will have an all school photo taken in front of the Church. Panoramic pictures will be printed only for students paying by Monday, November 8th. The 8” x 24” panoramic picture will cost $20.00. An order form in both Spanish and English is enclosed.  Please return the forms, with a check made out to Lifetouch, to the school office on or before Monday November 8th.

Cookie Dough Fundraiser

Cookie dough fundraiser packets are included in this Wednesday’s family envelopes. Please support our 8th grade graduates by selling this delicious cookie dough to family and friends. The fundraiser will end 11-15-04 and will help offset the cost of the 8th grade dinner/dance scheduled for Friday June 3rd.  This will be a wonderful compliment to both your Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday seasons. These make wonderful gift items as well!

Candy Grams (see enclosed flyer)

Share these candy grams with friends and family members! Please note that any candy grams purchased for grades K-2 must be purchased for the whole class. The reason being we do not want to leave anyone out or hurt any tender hearts. This fundraiser benefits our Student Government’s activities.

Double-Parking

If it is absolutely necessary to double-park, we ask that you stay in your car.  Yesterday, we had a parent leave her car double-parked on Church Street and come to the office to take care of school business.  MUNI was blocked for 15 minutes. This is unacceptable.  We want to be safe as well as respectful of traffic regulations.  Please remember, you run the risk of being ticketed for any parking or traffic violation.  I am reviewing the afternoon dismissal procedures to determine ways to remedy the current traffic situation; keeping in mind the number one factor is the safety of our students.

Lost Uniform Items

Please be mindful to only retrieve uniform items belonging to your child.  Many parents have informed the office that their child’s uniform items, clearly labeled and left on school premises, have gone missing.  We ask that you check all of your child’s uniform items (especially the dress-up sweaters) to make sure they belong to your child.

Attention 8th Grade Parents

The summary of last week’s 8th grade parent meeting is enclosed in your Wednesday envelope. Please note the next meeting will be on Tuesday November 23rd at 7:00pm. This is a rescheduled date because the 17th is our open house.

God’s good blessings to one and to all! Go Red Sox!

Sincerely,

Mr. Colville, Principal

Afternoon Dismissal
The double-parking on Church Street is problematic.  MUNI streetcars are often unable to pass.  To solve this problem, parents of students in grades 1-5 are asked to only pick students up along 29th Street.  Parents may no longer wait for students in between the church and the school (the “lane”).  Although grades 1 through 4 exit in the lane, parents are asked to wait up in the yard.  Students in grade 5 will begin to exit out the 29th Street door and walk toward the yard also.  The exception to this policy will be when it is raining and students will be dismissed from the lobby entrance (1-4) and 29th street entrance for 5th graders. Grades K, 6, 7 and 8 will keep their dismissal procedures as they are.  Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated!

St. Paul School Website:  stpaulsf.net


