November 3, 2004                                                               

 Wednesday Bulletin

Dear Parents and Guardians:

Prayers and Acknowledgments

November 2nd was All Souls Day. Our school celebrated the Mass this morning. The Parish sells prayer pamphlets, “Living Faith” ($1.00), which contains reflections on the Church’s daily scripture readings. At the end of this bulletin, I invite you to read the scripture selection from the Book of Wisdom and the insightful reflection in honor of All Souls Day. We ask your prayers for Mary Howard, the mother of our first grade teacher, Mrs. Shuck.  She passed away peacefully last week of natural causes.  May she rest in Peace. 

We thank all the parents who volunteered to help teachers last Friday as we celebrated Halloween with our annual parade and classroom parties. We are grateful to Mary Ann Koory who edited the first edition of St. Paul’s Chronicles, which was both informative and fun to read. We are grateful to editor of the Parent’s Buzz Track, Nilza Lacayo. The latest edition goes out today. We are grateful to all the volunteers who have worked on the fall dinner/dance, which will occur this Saturday night at the United Irish Cultural Center.

Free Dress Day November 5th (see Flyer)

School Panoramic Photo Day Monday, November 8th 

This is a dress-up day for students. We will have an all-school photo taken in front of the church. Please, no tardies, as we will begin the photo shoot promptly at 8:30am. Order forms to purchase a photo went home last week. The cost is $20.00. Forms and fees are due by Friday, November 5th. 

Local Holiday Friday, November 12th (Veterans Day)

This is a school holiday!  This is on the calendar; but we wanted to remind everyone so no one shows up to school that day. It has happened before!

Cookie Dough Orders
November 15th is the last day to turn in your cookie dough orders for the 8th grade fundraising campaign.  Payment must accompany the order.

First Holy Communion Meeting
There will be a mandatory meeting for parents only November 16th from 7:00pm – 8:00pm in the Music Room.  Please have at least one parent in attendance at this very important informational meeting. 

Office Notes

Volunteers Needed Early detection of vision problems is crucial to the success of our children.  Two of our parents, Maria Elena Fletcher and Guisella Morrow, have completed a 6-hour course and received certification by Prevent Blindness Northern California for detection of vision problems in children.  We are currently in need of volunteers to assist them in screening our students on December 10, 2004.  Please contact {insert name} if you would like to volunteer.  A volunteer training date will be established once we have a group in place.  Please note, you must be Livescan fingerprinted in order to volunteer.  See note on Fingerprinting.

Open House – November 17, 2004 @ 7:00 p.m.  Reminder:  We are hosting an Open House, November 17th from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.  If you have any friends or family members interested in enrolling their child/ren for the ’04-’05 school year, please let them know about this event.  We will distribute information regarding the enrollment process, as well as provide tours of our beautiful school.  This is for new applicants only; current families need not attend.  If you are a current family wishing to enroll another child you may simply request an information packet from the office.  Please spread the word about our Open House!

Fingerprinting   November 18th from 3:30pm to 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Remember, if you plan to volunteer this year or next,  you will need to be fingerprinted now! Please register ahead of time. Forms can be picked up in the office. 

Thanksgiving Mass is scheduled for Wednesday Nov. 24th at 8:30pm.  Remember this will be a free-dress day, not a dress-up uniform day (however, please dress appropriately for Mass).  First quarter academic awards will be given out following the liturgy.

Professional Development Days (12:35 dismissals)  Please add the following 12:35pm dismissal days to your calendar (Monday Dec. 6th, Monday January 1st and Monday March 7th).   I apologize for the late notice as these were finalized last week by the Archdiocese Department of Education. 

Thank You Notes  To all families who have received tuition assistance from either the Archdiocese or the Basic Fund, it would be a nice gesture to write a thank you note. You can send your notes to the office and we will forward it to the appropriate party.

QSP  Remember to pick up your order from the classroom when you come in for your parent/teacher conference next week. Many thanks to all our parents who participated in this fall fundraiser.  Letters were sent home to anyone who owed a balance on their order.   Please note:  you will not receive your order unless payment is received in the office before your scheduled conference time.   Please send in your payment tomorrow.   

Campbell’s Soup Labels  Great job with sending in labels! We received 200 labels in a 3-week period, 900 total!  Keep up the good work!

Lost and Found Items  The Lost and Found box in the office is overflowing.  Please be sure to check the box if you are missing any uniform items.  We even have an unclaimed lunchbox.  Any unclaimed items will be removed from the office November 15th.

Parking in the Upper Yard (schoolyard)  Please do not park in the upper yard during parent/teacher conference week.  Daycare will be using the yard to play.  

Missionaries of Charity Event Thursday, November 11th  On November 11th, the Missionaries of Charity will be hosting an event and will be using the parish center for a reception and the upper yard for parking starting at 3:30pm. There will be no sport practices held in the gym on this day.   

Tardies have been on the rise.  The number of tardy slips being written in the morning is out of control.  Please make every effort to have your child arrive on time.  Not only does it disrupt your child’s learning experience, but also that of other children in the class.  

One Warm Coat  Michele Bulen and Gina Fazio Siu will be organizing “One Warm Coat” again this year.  Please bring your outgrown, cleaned coats to school the week of November 15th.  There will be a collection box in the main lobby.  The last day to bring coats will be Thursday, November 18th.  

On a similar note, the Parent Group would also like to collect new socks for men, women and children, as well as new toothbrushes for our Parish drive through St. Vincent De Paul.  We will have a collection bin for these items on the 1st floor of the school building.  We hope our St. Paul’s School Community will remember these needs as you begin your holiday shopping.

St. Paul’s Holiday Cookbook  The Dave Johnson family will once again organize and publish the St. Paul Holiday Cookbook.  Please send in your holiday recipes to the attention of Holiday Cookbook/Johnson Family.  We will only be able to include 40-50 recipes, so submit your favorite this week.  This will make the perfect holiday gift – remember to honor the author of your family recipe.  Ruth Cardillo and the fabulous after-school art class will once again, provide the artwork.

Crossing Guard  Bert Aragon has the flu and will be out until Monday.  Be extra careful when crossing the 29th & Church Street intersection.  I’ll try to be out there as much as time permits.  Unfortunately, the SFUSD does not have substitutes.  Thank you. 

Sincerely,

Mr. Colville, Principal

School Website:  stpaulsf.net


